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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 


« GOOD TIDINGS OF GOOD.” 


{nx prophet Isaiah speaks of this subject in his 52d 
chapter and 7th verse. A little reflection on these 
words suggests the following facts for consideration :-— 
ist. There may be good tidings promulgated concern- 
a good subject; and there may be bad tidings promul- 
gated concerning a good subject. 2d. Good tidings 
may be promulgated concerning a bad subject, and so 
there may be evil tidings promulgated concerning the 
some bad subject. 

‘The Small Pox, now in Lexington, is a bad subject 
and a sore calamity; and should tidings come to this 
city, that the disorder prevailed in the number of its 
cases and in the mortality of its subjects, we should | 

teem such tidings, bad tidings concerning this calam- | 
ity. So, on the other hand, should tidings come that | 
the disorder had ceased to spread, and that those al-_ 
ready sick were on the recovery, we should rejoice in 














this, and call it good news concerning a calamitous | 


evil. 
Suppose our common country was invaded bya pow- | 


erful enemy, sent, by the Holy Alliance, to destroy our) 
ropublicagy covernment and to subject us to absolute | 
monarchy : Our veteran generals are in the field, our | 
brave cabtery are all organized and marshaled for the | 


dreadful, the bloody contest: a general and decisive | 
battle is fought; but the tidings have not yet reached 
our city. We expect the fate of our country is decid- | 


ed, but which way we know not. The question wheth- 
er we are free men or slaves is in doubtful suspense.~ 
All hearis are in pain; every breast is anxious; ob- 
servations are made from every height to know if tid- 
ings are coming by seaorland. Let us now suppose 
that the foe is conquered and our country safe; but 
that through some mistake, or for the purpose of some 
object of speculation, a number of messengers arrive, 
and bring the dreadful tidings that the battle is lost 
and our country given into the hands of our enemy.— 
Such tidings would be very bad tidings of a very good 
The deception might serve the interest of a 
They 


subject. 
few, who were the deceivers of the people. 
might get property into their hands, by this deception, | 
ata very lowrate. While this speculation is going on, 
a solitary individual comes with all possible speed dise 
playing the ensigns of victory and proclaiming our ar- | 
my victorious and our country saved! 
would be ‘** Good tidings of Good.”’ 
be inclined to believe the report ? 


feel that their craft was in danger ; of course they 
would have this solitary messenger arrested as a de- 
ceiver of the people. Those who had been suca gross 
iools as to sell their estates for a mere trifle would be 
ashamed to believe the good news, and would almost | 
hope it were false that they might the better keep 
As to the rest of the people, some 


their countenances. 


would believe the glad tidings, 
‘o shagrien those on the other, who had bankrupted 
‘hemselves to save their property, and therefore would 
only in secret own their belief, or taste its pleasure.— 
“ome perhaps would say that they could wish, with 
all their hearts, it were true, but that it seemed too 
good to be true. Possibly, out of the vast multitude of 


eur city a few might believe and not be ashamed. 

mr - a ° 

The Gospel of the world’s salvation, which, no 
Doubt, was the 


DP 
ae 


Such tidings | 

But who would | 
Those, who for sin- | 
ister purposes, had been deceiving the people would 


but would be loath to | 
vilend these opulent speculators on the one hand, and }, 
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subject, concerning which tidings have ever been pro- 
mulgated in our world; and if we duly notice the em- 
blems which are used, in the scriptures, to represent it, 
we shall find that they are chosen from subjects the 
most beneficent and pleasing. Such, for example, as 
a pool in parched ground, a river im a dry place. To 
realize the force of such a simile we must suppose our- 
selves in a barren desert, where, for a long time we 
have found no water. For want of this indispensi 
blessing we are famishing. We look every where but 
find no signs of water. Our companions, our children, 
and all our dear connexions are looking wishfully on 
us, and the thoughts of their distress doubles that of 
ourown. Just as the last ray of hope is expiring one 
of our brethren returns from a distance, where he has 
| been in search, and exclaims, | have founda living 
| spring! In a moment every heart leaps for joy, every 
' countenance is glad, and all cry out, where is it? This 
is a good subject; none could be better. But stop! 
cries the man, who says he has found the living spring, 

I must warn you all of your danger. In going to this 
| spring you have to pass a defile, which is so narrow, 
‘that it requires the most perfect experience in balanc- 
ing to pass it with safety. Not more than one in a 
| thousand, who attempt the dangerous pass, ever gets 
‘to the spring. Nine hundred and ninety nine out of 
|every thousand, who have attempted to gain these 
waters, now lie in an awful chasm below the narrow 
pass. This relation is bad tidings concerning.a good 
subject; it turns our joy to sorrow, and our faces again 
gather paleness. Our hearts sink within us! 

While we are mourning our distress, which seems to 
be aggravated by the blasting of our hopes, another 
comes, crying aloud, Ye ransomed fellow sufferers, 
come to the waters! I have found a living spring! 
come, quench your thirst and live, and thirst no more! 
We reply, we dare not attempt that narrow, that dif- 





ions, not only for ourselves, but for all our fellow sut- 
ferers, and we must fall on our knees and humbly im- 
plore the favor of the offended majesty who has made 
these provisions for us, and ask him to favor us with 
morsel of bread, and to bestow the same favor ou 
us all. 

4. We must possess a firm and settled belief that his 
majesty will not bestow these provisions on all; but 
that far the greatest part are to starve to death accord- 
ing to the righteous will of his majesty. We are as- 
sured that if we should only entertain a hope that al! 
would receive these provisions according to the desires 
and prayers required in the conditions; we are to lose 
our lives for that very offence ! 

These conditions are stated by those who profess tc 
be appointed by his majesty to make them known tv 
the people ; and they are so mysterious, so contradic- 
tory, that we are all put into contusion. These con- 
ditions are bad tidings concerning this good subject. 

While we are all in distress on account of these bad 
tidings, one comes and cries through our streets, Bless- 
ed are they that hunger, for they shall be filled ; come, 
every fainting soul, without money and without price, 
all are welcome to his Majesty’s free bounty! This de 
claration is ‘* Good tidings of Good.” 

The testimony of the Angel to the Shepherds, was 
good tidings of Good, ‘+ Fear not, for behold I] bring 
unto you glad tidings of great joy, which shall be unto 
all people ; for unto you is born this dayy inthe city of 
David, a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.” H. B. 


From the Christian Intelligencer. 


MAN AN INFINITE BEING. 


Mr. Eprron,—One of the most singular arguments 








ficult pass. He rejoins; all this story about the diffi- 


eutire error. There is an high way directly to it, and | 
so plain and easy of passage that a fool would not err, 
This relation is good tidings concerning a good subject., 

Jesus says, as recorded in the 6th of St. John; **The 





! bread of God is he which nie 2 down from heaven | 


and giveth life to the world.”> Here bread is used to 
| Tepresent the gospel. Suppose a famine in our land, 
| which should consume all our bread, and reduce us al] 
'to a state of starvation. 
cry for bread we should have none to give them! 
this dire calamity a plenty of bread and provisions are 
sent from another country, and are cried in orr streets! 
! No subject could be better; a genera! burst of joy fills 
the air, and every one presses towards the provisions. 
But now comes bad tidings relative to this good sub- 
| ject. We are told that these provisions can never be 
granted to us only on certain conditions ; and the con- 
| iti ions are as follows: Ist. We must believe that our 
uct has been so offensive to the benefactor who 


In 


; cond 
has sent these provisions, that it would be perfectly 
just for him, in room of sending this favor, to have sent 
his executioners and destroyed us all, 

2. We must feel such a seuse of the justice of our 
destruction, and have such a.clear view of the honor 
that our destruction would be to him who has seut 
these supplies, that we feel perfectly willing to starve 
to death, and have our companions and children starve 
with us, for the honor of this benefactor‘ 





‘rophet’s theme, is certainly the best ' 


2) We must fee) a most awlul fear of the wrath 


which is our just due, a feryent desire for these provis 


culty and danger of attempting to gain this spring is | 


When our children should | 


seeking in the presect state, Rom. ii. 


,for the infinity of future punishment, that has come 
under my observation, I met with a while since, in a 
| pamphlet by a Mr. Merritt of the Methodist persuasion. 
|] saw the work but a few momeuts, and therefore am 
poet able to quote verbatim, but the substance of his 
reasoning was this. He says, the Universalists argue, 
that man is a finite creature ; that a fi Ste creature 
cannot perform an infinite act; that sin is the act of 
man, and of course finite. Therefore, as the sins of 
men do not demerit it, an infinite punishment would be 
disproportionate and anjust. God will not, therefore, 
inflict on men an influite punishment. This reasoning 
be admits to be conclusive, provided the premise, viz. 
the fivitude of the creature, is correct. But he con- 


‘tends that man, in a proper sense, is an infinite being. 


‘though not a natural one, this certainly is a very 
great artificial curiosity. ‘He does not however, con- 
sider man to be infinite in the degree of his being, but 
in the duration of it. Man, he says, is an immortal! 


‘being, and therefore, in this sense, an infinite one, who 


may deserve and receive infinite punishment from God. 
Now, us this reasoning may appear plausible, at least, 
to a superficial observer, ! will offer’a remark or two 
1, Mau in the constitution in which he sins, 
is not au immortal, but a mortal createre. God only 
hath iamortaiity, 1 Tim. vi. 16. He only, therefore, 
can impart it.. But man, to possess and enjoy endless 
life, must put off mortality, and put on immortali- 
ty, } Cor. xv. 53. Itisa blessing for which we are 
7. And have 


metriong singlé 


upon it. 


no recollection that the Scriptures 
instance of one whro sinned after née “ha: 


a 
put on! 
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mortality. Mr. Merritt’s immortal sinner is therefore, 
merely imaginary, and his reasoning, thotgh sincere, 
is destitute of validity. 

@d4. The Bible every where represents sinners As 
mortal and momentary creatures. They are “of a 
few days.” Their “ tife is as a shadow and contin- 
wetb not.” <A little time, and the places which knew 
theta, will know them no more. Is it not absurd, to 
wall dying mortals of a day, ne ver-dying immortals !— 
Should this subject be thought to require further no- | 
tice, it is hoped that some of your correspondents, who 
have leisure, will feel inclined to pursue it. Ss, 8. 


——aD 5: Go 
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EVERY MAN PARTIAL TO HIS 
OWN ISM. 


Messrs. Enrrons,—We find almost every man par- 
tial to his own Ism, while unreasonably prejudiced 
against most, if not all other Isms, though many of 
them may in reality be muth better than his own. 

The numerous admirers of Trinitarian-ism, though 
often quarreling among themselves, and pelting 
each other, are tolerably well agreedin opposition to 
Antinomian-ism,— Arminian-ism-Unitarian-ism,— Uni- 
yersal-ism—Quaker-ism, and Shaker-ism ; and do not 
hesitate to pronounce some of these respectable zsms, 
to be little if any better than Pagan-ism, or De-ism ; 
of, even, as some have said, Athe-ism! While the 
Mother of harlots pours out her cup of damnation on 
Protestant-ism, her English and Scotch daughters, 
Episcopalian-ism and Presbyterian-ism, have the mod- 
esty to condemn, as schismaticks, all dissenters! and | 
after brandmg them with Skepti-cism, and Fanata- 
cism, are not ashamed to toll and tithe for themselves, 
every kind of Sectarian-ism. Method-ism appears to 
own her rapid extension, to her matchless skill and zeal 
in proselyt-ism. K. 

—=t : @ | a 


From the Gospel Inquirer. 


ote 


ORIGINAL ANECDOTE. 


A Mr. ——, a Universalist preacher was travelling 
some two years since, in the western part of this state, 
when he called at the village of A » and proposed 
to deliver an evening lecture. A Mr. S. a believer of 
the Abrahamic faith, underiook to inform the villagers 
of the appointment. Soon after he entered the street, 
he meta Mr. R. amember of the Prestyterian church, 
to whom he gave invitation to attend. Mr. R. replied 
in the following popular language. ‘ Mr. S. I sin- 
cerely respect you, and consider youa worthy member 
of society ; but am sorry to see you engaged in aiding 
‘he wicked Universalists, in propagaing their soul-de- 
-troying principles. Moreover, I am sorry to see you 
ussociated with such a company, as all the drunkards 
iu this village, attend the Universalist’s meeting..”°— 





From the’Monthly Visitor. 
MOMENTS OF MELANCHOLY. 
* Hlow poor religious pride, 

In all the pomp of method, ani of art, 

“hen men display to congrecations wide 
Devotion’s every grace, except the heart! 
The Power incensed, the pageant will desert, 
The pompous strain, the sacerdotal stole ; 
But haply, in some cottage far apart, 
May hear, well pleased, the lauguage of the soul; 
And in his book of life, the inmates poor enrol.’ 





VirtTvrE in itself possesses a beauty which the prev- 
alence of vice cannot tarnish, a charm which contra- 
dicts the mouth of calumny, and allurements which se- 
cretly captivate all hearts, however sunk in depravity, 
or hardened by inveterate prejudice and bigotry. But 
virtue is as rare as it is precios. A few persons only, 
of the many millions who have inhabited this world 
have distinguished themselves as eminently virtuous, 
in the eyes of an impartial posterity; all others have 
been carried down the current of their vices, their no- 
tions, and customs, their ignerance and superstition, 


be execrated for the injuries which they have done to 
their fellow creatures, and the streams of misery which 
they poured forth upon the world. And even these 
few virtuous persons, if they were in eminent stations 
in life, were defamed and stigmatized by the invidious 
malice of their cctemporaries ; or if they were in the 
humble walks of life, were neglected and despised. It 
is strange to observe, that, charming and rational as 
virtue appears to be, it uever cxempted one from tears 
and sorrow ; but, on the contrary, it refines the feelings 
of its possessor, to a keener sensation of its enormities 
which are practised among men. It is painful toa sen- 
sitive mind, to look xbroad upon the face of the earth, 
and beBold how large a part of it is shrouded in moral 
darkness; to contemplate the scenes of wickedness, 
which are acted beLind the curtain of religion; or to 
travel over the map of history, and visit the ages of 
barbarigin, and the comntries desolated by war, and re- 
ligious outrage. Such are the themes of history, and 
such only have been its themes from the murder of 
Abel, to the portentous tremour which again begins to 
agitate Europe ! 

* Such is earth’s melancholy map! but, far 

More sad! this earth is a true map of man: 

So bounded are its haughty lord’s delights 

To woe’s wide empire, were deep troubles toss 

Loud sorrows howl, envenomed passions bite, 

Rav’nous calamities our vitals seize, 

And threatening fate wide opens to devour.’ 


Such scenes as these, the mind of sensibility must wit- 
ness whenever it wanders abroad through the habita- 
tions of men. Refinement of taste and morals, while 
it opens many avenues to exquisite pleasure, gives in- 
creased poignancy to the pain which we fee! from the 





“* Mr. R.” said Mr. S. ‘* have not you seen the drunk- | 
ards of the village at the meeting of Mr. L. your Pres- | 
byterian preacher?” ‘ Yes,” said Mr. R. ‘ You" 
aiso,” said Mr. S. ‘+ have seen these same persons | 
eave the house in disorder and abruptly, when your 
preacher has rather sneeringly pointed the finger of | 
scorn at them, and threatened them with the burnings 
of an endless hell, for their acts of intemperance.”°— 
‘+ By the preaching of your favorite system of endless | 
woe,”’ continued Mr. S. “ they have been driren from | 
the sanctuary of worship to the tipling house.” 
‘* Now,” said Mr. S. “ look at the effects of the re- 
-pective doctrines, and blush. You drive men to the 
‘avern, and we keep them from it. You certainly cause 
hem to leave the place of worship, and we induce | 
‘hem to continue. Now, sir, aside from the principles | 
of the respective doctrines, who does the most good ?? | 
At this Mr. R. withdrew and left Mr. S. to pursue his. 
busimess without further molestetion-. 








irregularities of human life; and even the pleasure 
which we receive from these sources, is effectually 
damped by the anguish of knowing the ev!!s which af- 
flicts society. 
* Dearly bought the hidden treasure 
Finer feelings can bestow ; 
Chords that vibrate sweetest pleasure, 
Thrill the deepest tones of woe.’ 


Our sympathies are excited in proportion to the vir- 
tue and innocence of the person who suffers misfor- 


| tune, or any cruelty or barbarity from man; and also 


to the greatness of the injury received. and the unhap- 
piness which it produces. What can so much affect 
us, as to see an innocent person overwhelmed with ad- 
versity, which he had no power to prevent, nor reason 
to expect, and whose misfortunes come from a source 
which was designed to be the spring of perenial peace 
and happiness? Not only is sympathy excited to the 


utmost, but indignation glows to reeentmont, at such a 


{ 





into the abyss of oblivion, or are remembered only to} 





a _— - eo. —— of, 


perversion of the tender mercies of Him whose heart 
beats only with love and complacence to the virtuous 
aud meek of the earth; and to whom the reciprocal 
duties of kindness and charity, among fellow mortals, 
is more acceptable than the proud pomp of worship, 
and hypocritical ceremonies. Reference is here made 
tothe dominion of Papacy. With the New Testament 
before our eyes, the character of its author, and the 
purity of bis sentiments im our view, contrasted with 
the degeneracy and unheard of enormitlies of the Ro- 
man priests, what mingled emotions of admiration and 
horror, love and indignation, are at once excited in 
our minds! What words are adequate to express our 
sensations of such abuses of the last legacy of Heaven's 
good will to mankind! Can even a Raphel’s hand 
draw the black portrait of the impieties and cruelties 
which have been committed by the priests of the altar, 
under the mask of the gospel of peace ? To justify 
these sentiments of ours, jet us turn to the ‘Revelation 
St. John, and see with what feelings beings of a higher 
order regara the evil doings of this impious priesthood, 
The Apostle, wrapped in the prophetic visien of futu- 
rity, saw with lamentatiou the corruptions which were 
to enter the church, the licentiousness of the clergy, 
the misery which this degeneracy will produce in the 
world; and the light of truth and simplicity, which 
radiated from the life of Christ, fading away before the 
sucoeeding darkness of complicated ceremonies, error, 
bigotry and oppression ; he saw, in the visions of no 
distant period, that the sweet harmony of the seraphic 
songs, which swelled uninterrupted, as the radiant 
dawn of christianity cast its early lustre round the 
brow of immortality, were soon to be drowned in the 
discordant clamor of turbulent and ambitious prelates, 
All heaven is represented as agitated, and taking a 
deep interest in the proceedings on earth! The voice 
of indignation is thundered through Rome, threatening 


| the execution of justice upon her on whose forehead 


was a name written, ‘ Mystery, Babylon the great, the 
mother of harlots and abominations of the earth.’ But 
what principles, cr conduct, could produce such agita- 
tion in heaven? What vice is bold enough to shock 
with abhorrence the myriads of spiritual beings who 
sit enthroned in bliss? It is a prmciple which supposes 
that creatures may worship their Creator acceptably, 
while they comnit the most flagrant cruelties with im- 
punity upon their fellow-men; it is a principle which 
bends the hypocritical knee at the shrine of self-inter- 
est, licentiousness, and superstition, and makes a sac- 
riligious oblation to God of the rights, liberties, and 
happiness of others; it is a principle whfch arrogates 
the vice-gerency of heaven, and wrests the sword of 
power from the hands of the King ofthe Universe, and, 
with daring presumption, pretends to execute the de- 
cisions of the final judge. How could they, having 
the Bible before them, whose every page wears the 
scrutinizing aspect of reproof for every violation of hu- 
man or divine rights ; how could they put on the front 
to commit crimes, in the open light of law and religion, 
at which humanity shudders, and the heart of mercy 
bleeds? But, alas! expericnce, as well as revelation, 
tells us that conscience becomes stupified by repeated 
crimes, and seared to every feeling of remorse. What 
miscief have not the papal errors and enormities effect- 
ed! Men have quieted the clamor of their own con- 
sciences, while executing their purposes of brutality 
and depredation upon the happiness and property of 
families, whose misfortune it was to live under the red 
vanner of the Inquisition. ‘The practice of absolutions 
originated, in its very nature, from the lowest depths 
of depravity, and gave license to the foulest deeds, 
and soothed the conscience of the deluded victims of 
their own licentiousness, with the idea that all was 
forgiven, and to be remembered no more agaiust then. 
Whatever they did was sacred; they might commit 
any crimes, they might plunder any possession, tear 
any fellow creature limb from limb, burn him at the 
stake, immure him in a dungeon for life, oF reduce: 


























hin te beggary and slavery, as their malice might de- 
termine. Their absolutions gave a licence to the 
eratiication of any evil propensity ; and their purga- 
tory was calculated for the gratification of their ava- 
rice. All souls went immediately to purgatory, and 
there they must remain until their friends redeemed 
them from that place by giving large sums of money to 
the priests. The priests, having peopled this place 
with millions of beings, put the monks and nuns to the 
business of collecting money of the living, to pay the 
expenses of the dead. In this manner they have lived 
by extortion, rapine, and plunder ; and all was cloak- 
ed under the sanctity of pure and infallible religion. 


FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 


On the Will of God. 


There has been much said among Christians respect- 
ing the will of God. Some say that God has but one 
unchangeable will. Others say that God has two wills, 
one contrary to the other. ‘They call these wills se- 
cret and revealed. ‘Their opponents say, that there is 
no propriety in speaking in this manner. That a se- 
cret vill cannot be known, therefore, no one can tell 
what itis. But those who speak of a secret will, en- 
deavor to explain themselves or their meaning, by 
saying, that God has a decrefive will, which is sécret 
until it ie revealed in the word of prophecy, or in the 
events of Providence’ anda precepltive will, which God 
has made known in his law, or commands, as the rule, 
by which mankind should regulate their temper, and 
conduct. Others think that these distinctions in the 
will of God cannot be reconciled with his unchangea- 
ble nature. Now it must be granted, that there seems 
tobe something diificult in this subject. But though 
there is an apparent contr-diction between these dif- 
ferent opinions, yet apparent contradictions are some- 
It can be no harm to offer a few 





times reconcilable. 
thoughts upon this subject. 
J] think, it mast be granted by all parties that God 


does give commands to his rational offspring. For ex- 


ample: God says in the law, thou shalt not kill, thou | FUSEBII, MAG NI Episcopiet Martyrismanu exaratus.” 


shalt not steal, thou shalt not commit adultery, thou 


shalt not bear false witness, thou shalt not covet, &c. | bius the Great, Bishop and Martyr, written oul by his 
Now isit not proper tosay that these commands contain | own hand. It isa very rate and singular work: being 


the preceptive or revealed will of God to men? Is it 
not true, that God requires these precepts to be obey- 
ed? Does not God in these requirements, show what 
he will have us to do, or what is our duty? or must we 
say that God gives us commands, which it is not his 
will that we should obey’? Here the two wills of Gqg, 
which some speak of, appear in opposition to each oth- 
er. For example: God said to Adam, ‘ of the tree 
of knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it.” 
Yet he did eat of it. And can we say that God did 
not know that he would? Can we say that God was 
disappointed ? Was it not the decree or purpose of 
God that sin should come into the world by one man’s 
disobedience, that the way might be prepared to re- 
veal the mercy of God in a Saviour? 

God says by the prophet, “ I have no pleasure in 
the death of the wicked.”? Yet the wicked die. ‘*The 
soul that sinneth it shall die.” Adam sinned, and di- 
ed the same day that the sinned, with he same death 
that God threatened. 

Did not Jesus express the will of God when he said, 
to the Jews, * how often would I have gathered your 
children,—and ye would not ?”” 

Did not God express his will when he said to Abra- 
ham, take thy son Isaac, and offer him for a burnt of- 
fering? But it appears in the sequel, that God's will 
was that he should not slay his son. Yet Abraham 


udderstood God to give a command for that purpose. 
We know that the commands of God are not obeyed : 
that men have gone contrary to the revealed rule of 
duty. And must we not sav, (hatdt was the decretive | 











ment to that Martyr,) namely, ‘ Eusebius Emisennus, 
a godly Bishop; he was a great Clerk, 2nd a profound | 
Philosopher, in the days of Constantine.” But neither 
can this be the one here. called St. Uuscbiusthe Great ; 
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will of God, which was once a secret will of God, that, 
his commands should not be obeyed ? | 

Those who speak of God's decretive will, as being 
contrary to his preceptive will, say, that the latter will 
is the rule by which men should regulate their con- 
duct, and the former will that, by which God regulates 
his conduct. That men should obey the preceptive 
will of God, for that is their rnle ofduty. But when | 
events take place, which are contrary to the commands | 
of God; for example, when men commit murder; it is 
our duty to submit to sach evils, believing that they 
are agreeable to the decretive will ef God. As in the 
death of Stephen, the disciples of Christ, onght to con- 
sider it according to the two wills of God: that it was 
God's decretive will he should die by being stoned ; 
but it was murder in those who did it, as they went 
contrary to God’s preceptive will, namely, ‘ thou 
shalt not kill.’ , 

Those who make this distinction in the will of God, 
say, that God will have all men to be saved: that is, 
he commands them to look to him and be saved : but 
at the same time, he has decreed that only a part of 
mankind shall believe and be saved. 

But others say, it is God’s will that all shall be sav- 
ed, in such a sense that he will do all his will, and 
save all the lost sons of men. That as God commands 
all men every where to repent, he will finally give 
them all repentance. That as he calls upon all! to be- 
lieve the gospel, all shall ultimately obey. And that | 
as God has written his law upon every conscience, 
every once shall at last love God and find peace. 

Seek Trera. 
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From the (Philadelphia) Gazetteer. 





ANCIENT COPY 
OF THE 


FOUR EVANGESTS.~ 
FoRTe NATELY, and at the same time rather acci- 


dentally, the editor obtained, at auction, a short 
time since, ** Sacrosanctus Evangeliorum Codex §S. 





Or, The Sacred Books of the Evangelists, by St. Euse- 


a Latin version, translated from the Greek, by St. Eu- 
sebius, before the translation of Hieronymus (Jerome,) 
who translated much of what is called the Vulgate.— 
It must have been translated from a very ancient 
Greek copy, and perhaps more ancient than any now 
extant; that is, admitting what is stated by the pub- 
lisher, in the preface, to be correct ; by which it would 
seem that this Eusebius was contemporary with Con- 
stantine, and also with Eusebius the historian. For it 
is there stated, that he was made a Presbyter by Ju- 
lius, successor to Pope, or Bishop Marcus—that he op- 
posed the Arians, and was exiled from Italy, and beiug 
persecuted from city to city, he crossed the river Pa- 
dus, built an oratery, and here translated the four 
Evangelists. It is also said that he did many miracles 
—te which Monkish account respecting his miracles, 
and other extraordinary things which happened to him, 
we attach no credit. 

But of the antiquity of the work, there can be no 
reasonable doubt. It is stated, in an Ecclesiastical 
Chronography, attached to the history of Eusebius, 
that ‘*Julius was Bishop of Rome after Marcus, (who 
was Bishop only eight months,) A. D. 336, where he 
continued 16 years. Jerome.” (Now, Eusebius, the 
historian, died A. D. 338.) The same work informs 
us that another Fusebius, besides the Historian, (who | 
was called Pamphilus, in honor of his familiar attach-, 
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because Constantine died A. D. 337, the year before 
Julius was made Bishop, by whom this Eusebius was 
made a Presbyter. But, to say nothing morte of the 
translater and writer of the copy from which this work 
was published, we come to speak of the work itse)f. 

It carries marks of antiquity on the face of it. For, 
1. It is written wholly in capital letters, the manner 
of ancient writing, and the manner in which the most 
ancient Greck copies of the New Testament are writ- 
ten. 2. It is written in narrow columns, two on a page, 
with only about ten or twelve letters in a line, and 
without stops or pauses, or even a hyphen where a 
word is divided at the end of the line. 3. It is without 
any divisions either of chapters or verses; but is divid- 
ed into what may be called sections, some longer and 
some shorter, according to the nature of the subject,. 
which, however, are not numbered, but the first word' 
in every section, instead of being indented, as we now. 
write, is set a little out from the rest, at the left hand. 
ofthe column. These are all evident marks of its an- 
tiquity. 4. The order of the books, instead of being 
as is found in all modern copies, and ia all copies of 
which we have before had any knowledge, stands 
thus: Matthew, John, Luke, Mark: and this, we are 
told in the preface, is the order in which they were 
first compiled. But the order is stated, by Eusebius 
the historian, to be the same as it ismow. This, per- 
haps, is as strong proof as any of the early copy from 
which this translation was made, unless we can sup- 
pose that the trauslator changed the order himself, for 
reasons not given. 5. Many parts of the work, al- 
though it had been kept with the greatest care, had be- 
come so defaced by time, (or by the hands of wicked 
men.) as not to be legible ; in some places, almost whole 
pages ; in some, parts of columns; in some, parts of lines; 
and in some, only here and there a letter or two are 
wanting ; and the work was printed in the same man- 
ner, with only blank, that is, dotted lines, to show 
what was wanting: and eveninterlineations are print- 
ed in the same manner, so that the work appears as a 
fac similie of the manuscript at the time the present 
work was published, which is in two parte, or volumes, 
quarto, printed in 1748, the only edition (it is presum- 
ed) ever published of the kind. 

It is spoken of in the highest terms by the publisher, 
** Johapnis Andree Irici,”” who has accompanied it 
with notes, showing wherein it differs from the Vul-. 
gate. To which is added other notes, showing differ- 
ent readings from other MSS. versions, &c. by all which 
the reader will discover something of the importance of 
the work. It agrees better with Griesbach, iu many 
places, than the received text, or.the common version. 
Like the Syriac version, it. wants the account of the: 
woman taken in. adultery.* John viii. 1—11,. inclu- 
sive. We have several other ancient versions, of. 
which we shall have something to say hereafter. 


* This account, although not rejected by Gries- 
bach, has his strongest mark of doubt ip the margin, , 
besides being inclosed with brackets in the text. 











MARUTED, 

In this city, Capt. Moses Robineon, of Friendship, 
Me. to Miss Eliza A. §. Green. 

In Hopkinton,. Mass.—Mr. William Jenison to Miss 
Mary C. Valentine, daughter.of the late Samuel Vai- 
entine, jun.. 

DIED,. 

In this city, Mary Ann, adopted daughter of Mr. 
Ambrose and Mrs. Sarah Salisbury, aged 6.-Mr. James 
Clark, aged 69. 

In Hopkinton, Mass. on the 26th ult.. Mr. Willard 
Daniels, aged 24, only sow of Capt. Perry Daniels. 

Oh, weep not for him, ’tis unkindnces to wee 

The weary weak ‘ frame,’ hath but fallen asleep ; 

No more of fatigue or enderance it knows -— 

Oh, weep not, oh, break not the gentle repose. 
Father; Mother.aud Sisters, Jlis is the decree, . 

Who is better than sons, or than brothers to thee: 
Though writhing and smarting. yet welcome the red >: 
Though in doubt and in darkness, ob, lean on thy Getr* 
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FUR THER UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


RETIREMENT. 


Far from the world and all its cares, 
There let my shelter be; 

Deep in the bosom of some vale, 
Where birds, and beasts are free. 


There, let me live without a care, 
From courts and cities free ; 

And let my simple board be crowned, 
With sweet frugality. 


There let my voice, in concert join, 
With all the birds that sing, 

To hail, with melody, the morn, 
And cheer the coming spring. 


There, oft, in silent thonght, I'd raise 
Thankegivings to my God, 

And smile when errors He’d correct, 
And kiss the chast’ning rod. 


There no philosophy should teach 
My constant heart to stray, 

But nature, in its simple state, 
Should lead my guarded way. 


I’'d seek some bank, where sits the muse, 
To weave my thoughts in rhyme, 

And on the sea-girt rocky shore, 
To meditate, recline. 


There would I offer, O my God, ‘ 
My gratitude to thee, 
And sing, in songs of sweet delight, 
The love Thou hast for me. 
Boston, January, 1824. 
TST TT TIT PT ET TT 
FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


E. R. B. 





SOME QUERIES RELATIVE TO FALLING 
FROM GRACE. 


As Lam under the necessity of, at least, doubting 
the truth of that doctrine, one of whose distinguishing 
tenets is that of what is called falling from grace, I 
feel disposed to suggést some queries relative to this 
particular subject. 

If { understand what is meant by falling from grace, 
it amounts to such a falling from degrees of light and 
holiness, to which the christian may attain, as to be 
lost forever, without the possibility of recovery. That 
is, the tenet extends to such extremity. Generally, 
however, I believe that those who hold to this tenet, 
believe that recovery is in most, if not in all, cases 
possible while the agent lives in this world. This 
idea which limits the probationary state to this life, 
and extends it to the close of the same, seems to have 
been received by most Protestant christians, not only 
of the Arminian creed, but also of the Calvinistic. 

Dr. Watts, who preached Calvinism in his hymns as 
pointedly as Dr. Griffin does in his sermons, had, even 
so long ago, attained to as great- perfection in the in- 
consistency of representing all men probationers for 
eternity, as some of our modern Calvinistic divines.— 
He says ;— 

* Life is the time to serve the Lord, 

The time t’ insure the great reward ; 

And while the lamp holds out to burn, 

The vilest sinner may return. 

Life is the hour that God has given, 

To ’scape from hell and fly to heaven ; 

The day of grace, and mortals may 

Secure the blessings of the day. 

Then what my thoughts design to do, 

My hands, with all your might pursue ; 

Since no device nor work is found, 

Nor faith, nor hope beneath the ground.” 
But leaving this as rather a digression, I have a mind 
to-propore a query for the consideration of those who 






6 a ee ee ee 








UNIVERSALIST. MAGAZINE. 


Se <2 ee eee aoe 








—_—— at Webco ~ te 


wager 4 4 

are not so inconsigtent as to believe, that the Creator, | meant to burn them to death at once, but God, the 
from all eternity, predestinated millions toa state of gracious and merciful, whose tender mercies are ovey 
endless misery, and that he has granted them the time all his works , mercies which endure forever; he will 
of their lives, in this world, to make their escape from | punish all who do not worship him with misery foreyer. 
the very hell for whose torments he eternally designed ! without a possibility of deliverance. 
them; but those who believe that our Creator is, in | See the likeness between Nebuchadnezzar’s religion, 
deed and in truth, the Father of all men, and wills the and much of what is declared trae worship in our day, 
eternal felicity of all; but at the same time bam | Ist. He set up an image of gold in the plain of Du- 
that there are certain conditions to be complied with, /ra. 2d. All people, tongucs, and languages are com- 
on the part of the creature, in order to secure the di-| manded to bow before it, and threatened with the 
vine favor and everlasting salvation. One of these | flames of the furnace, if they dared to rebel. 34, An 
conditions I understand is what is called, enduring un- | the authority of the king, all the authority of the rulers, 
to the end. That is, in order to be secure a man must | in the kingdom, all the majesty of the image, alll the 
die in a right frame of mind, or, at least, in a state of, power of music, and all the horrors of the furnace are 
reconciliation to God, and not inastate of rebellion or | against the man who shall refuse to become religious, 
sin. The question which 1 would state, relative to Every — almost, wall call this wickedness and ery. 
this subject, is, how can this tenet be reconciled with | elty. View the religion which has been forced upon 
the plain scripture testimony, that God will render | people for ages past, and see the likeness! Men are 
unto every man according to his works? taught that God has made a furnace, or heli, of fire 

Suppose, for a case, that from early childhood, a | to torture forever, all who do not worship him accord. 
man lives an irreligious, immoral life to old age ; but ing tothe commandments and doctrines ofmen. The 
just before the last waning embers of life are extin- |are taught that God has made a most powerful being, 
guished, and the frost of death congeals the ebbing flu- called the Devit and SATAN, who has the charge of 
id, the dying sinner, like the penitent thief on the | this eternal furnace. That his work is, to draw to this 
cross, breathes out,-in his latest breath, the prayer of | Place, the greatest part of mankind ;—that after he 
the publican in the temple, *‘ God, be merciful to me | has led them there, or they are at last given to him ; 
a sinner.” According to the tenet, under considera- God will uphold him eternally to torment them, and 
tion, this man goes out of the world an accepted heir }that he will upbold them forever to be tormented, 


of everlasting life. To compare with this case, we che sas any honor see him, or benefit to them. 
will suppose another, which presents us a religious } The preacher, well fed, the first in fashion, in rich 
youth, growing in piety, and walking in all the com- | @ttire, ascends the pulpit; adjusts his hair, hand, 
mandments of God with a pure heart. He thus lives, | gloves, and handkerchief, and begins to represent the 
as free from faults as the imperfections of our frail state | soveretgnty of his God, his right to take one out of 
will permit, until old age creaps on, bringing its usual | te” oF an hundred, the importance of being willing to 
infirmities. And now, to the grief of all his friends, | be eternally miserable, &c. 
this aged saint falls from grace ! becomes an apostate; Before he closes, he acts the part of Nebuchaduez- 
and dies! This man, according to the tenet, under |2zar’s herald, and tells them, if they do not believe his 
consideration, goes out of the world a vessel of wrath | preaching, they shall he cast alive into God's furnace, 
fitted to destruction! He must suffer endless torment, | and ‘* die the death that never dies! ! “* Go on, (says 
while the other must enjoy endless felicity. My ques- he) go on in the ways of sin, until you come to the 
tion is, are these rewards, in eternity, according to, brink of ruin, and God will plunge you in.” 
their works in this life ? H. B. For all this, they are largely paid, Jive in ease, and 
appear to care but little for the lot of ninety nine out 
| of an hundred, who are to burn forever. 

To support this worship; men have been. forced 
from all they hold dear on earth, and committed to 
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Force under the name of Worsuip. 


For ages past, men have been taught that worship 
cannot stand without the aid of Magistrates, or the 
power of the sword. Much has been said against the 
American Government, on account of one part of the 
Constitution, which says—‘* Congress shall make no 
laws respecting religion.” The argument is, that with- 
out the aid of government, Religion will finally be driv- 
en from the earth. A large portion of the people of 
the United States, are against a religion upheld by the 
government, and at the same time they retain the 
principle. There must be some force—something to 
terrify people, or they will uot try to ** get religion.” 
They must be taught that a terrible punishment awaits 
them in another world, if they do not believe their 
preaching before they die. 

Where is the origin of this dreadful, unnatural, un- 
\tighteous principle? Js it in parental government ?— 
| Do parents, to make their children obedient, threaten 
|them with hunger, torture, banishment, or death? No. 
Did Jesus who came not to destroy men’s lives, but to 
save them; did he use force? No,—‘* Come unto me 
all ye that labor,” was his language. 

Did Moses threaten his nation with endless puuish- 
ment, if they did not love their God and their breth- 
ren? ‘This force, under the name of worship, originat- 
ed in Babylon, in the days of Nebuchadnezzar. He 
was the man who began it, and it has risen higher and 
higher, until God, who is Love itself, is represented as 
treating his offspring in the same manner Nebuchad- 
‘nezzar did his subjects, with this difference, the king 








the flames, because they would not bow to such an 
Ipor. Their property has been forced from them to 
support these ministers ; compelled to attend 
such worsbip once in three months, or have their 
money taken by /furce to support such cruelty under 
the name of religion. 

Is this the worship of God in spirit and truth ? True 
Worship and salvation are in harmony. ‘* We know 
what we worship, salvation is of the Jews.” Take 
the der/l and hell or endless misery, out of the preach- 
er’s confession of faith, and what would he preach ‘-— 
Those who preach salvation, and not eternal damna- 
tion, ave represented as leading men to destruction; 
but they are leading them from it. God increase the 
number, who shall testify against this false worship / 

E. S$. 





Frexepom, Me. Jan. 10, 1824. 
The following note was written by Mrs. Whittex, 
Jan. 1, the morning she committed suicide : 


‘¢ Oh, my dear husband, have your little children 
well taken care of. Oh I never want any body blam- 
ed but myself, and I have tried all the faculties of my 
mind to prevent this, but woe is me that ever I was 
born. 1 can no longer be any comfort to any body liv- 
ing. I wish you well and every body else. W hatev- 
er becomes of me, 1 do not want to hurt any body bot 
myself—and would not hurt myself if | could take avy 
more comfort. You must bear this trouble with pa- 
tience, thinking it was so to be. Oh, I would not hurt 
your feelings so for all the world if I could avoid it— 
but | am no longer fit to live !” 


Mrs. W. has ever been considered as a pious and 


examplary christian.—dvunk, Gazelle, 














